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2 December

The Mercure de France suddenly deigns to notice me. After some
considerations of a general nature, the author of the article carps at my
"attitude," which he condemns, but none the less recognizes to be "in-
teresting." Other critics speak of my "influence/5 most often to pass
censure on it As to the very value of my writings, I tell you they do
not take heed of it This is partly because they are not qualified to judge
of it. And yet that is the only thing that matters.

Berlin, 6 December
Yesterday evening went to see a film: Pitchier the Banker.95 Fallen-

berg reveals himself in it as less surprising than in the play in which

I first admired him, in Berlin. As I told Mme Sternheim of my rapture:
"Oh, you should above all see him in Moliere," she told me. "He is

incomparable in Le Malade imaginaire*6 Particularly in the famous

scene, you know: *. . , Noodles! my brother. . . .'"
Then in reply to my stupefaction:
"Oh yes, I must tell you that one of his most amusing specialties is

adding to the text. He is especially marvelous when he is inventing."

Roger Martin du Card, at whose house I am lunching, is deeply
struck by a letter from Claudel that Jouvet had just received and passed
on to him. The letter, of which he reads us a copy, fulminates against
a "filthy" writer, of whom Claudel does not want "even to recall the
name/* the author of a play that it is enough for him to know through
an article by Brisson to be able to judge abominable.

At once Claudel withdraws from Jouvet his authorization to put
on IfAnnonce faite d Marie.*7 So be it!

There is no occasion whatever to try to "excuse" Claudel. I like him
and want him thus, scolding easy, lukewarm Catholics who try to com-
promise. We can admit him, admire him; he owes it to himself to vomit
us. As for me, I would rather be vomited than vomit.

95   Doubtless Die armen Sunder (The Poor Sinner), adapted by Alfred
Polgar from the novel The Embezzlers by the Russian playwright Valentin
Katayev. The film was directed by Fritz Kortner and produced by Arnold
Pressburger. In it Max Pallenberg pkys the part of chief accountant in a
city administration. At the same time he was playing on the Berlin stage the
role of a bank president in a play entitled Eins, Zwei> Dreil which Ferenc
Molnar wrote for him.
96  The Imaginary Invalid.
97  Or, more exactly, he insinuates not without cleverness that after the
play by the "filthy" author, Jouvet will probably not be very eager to put on
L'Annonce, leaving him to interpret these words as he wishes. [A.] Claudel's
play has been translated as The Tidings Brought to Mary.